
Garden City High School 
Course: Global History 10R 

 

Instructional Philosophy:  

Global History and Geography 10R is the second year of a two-year program designed to 

provide both an overview of world regions and an analysis of the interactions between 

societies from the mid-18
th

 century to the present day. Students will develop and apply 

historical skills and concepts, and use a variety of models to convey their understanding 

of the past. While the Regents curriculum alone does not suffice to develop well-educated 

and participatory citizens, passing the Global History Regents is a prerequisite for high 

school graduation and is thus at the core of the Global History & Geography sequence. 

 

Garden City High School’s Global History curriculum seeks to balance the need for a 

guaranteed curriculum with flexibility in response to student needs.  Aligned with NYS 

standards in social studies, it is designed to guide teachers yet preserve their autonomy in 

instructional decision-making.  Teachers utilize essential questions in order for students 

to grapple with complex historical issues to develop a deeper level of understanding and, 

ultimately, ownership of the content. 

 

Overview of Global History  10R 

This is the second year of a two-year chronological, cross-cultural survey of history from 

the Scientific Revolution to the present day; it follows the New York State curriculum.  

Students engage in a comparative study of the geography, history, politics, economics 

and social structures of different regions of the world.  A major emphasis in this course is 

the development of reading, writing, note taking and research skills to further historical 

inquiry. This two-year course of study will culminate with a Regents examination at the 

end of Global History 10.  

 

         

 

Semester 1:  

This semester begins with the Scientific Revolution and Enlightenment, the 

existence of absolute monarchies and their dissolution via internal conflicts (i.e., 

the English Civil War and the French Revolution.)  We study the industrial 

revolution and its global impact in the form of imperialism and nationalism in 

Africa, Asia and Latin America.  We examine the rise of global powers, alliance 

systems and resulting world conflicts (i.e., World War I.)  We also examine the 

economic theories of laissez faire, Marxism and communism.  

 

 

Knowledge and Skills Objectives 

1. This course encourages the students to view an area's geography, political and 

social structure and see how these factors influence the daily lives and history of 

the people they are studying. 

2. To continue to utilize and distinguish and analyze primary and secondary sources. 

http://pdonline.ascd.org/pd_demo/lesson.cfm?SID=92
http://www.galileo.org/tips/essential_questions.html


3. To continue to enhance one’s ability to formulate and support it using historical 

evidence. 

4. To think critically about historical events in order to draw conclusions about the 

past and present. 

5. To define, develop and practice research skills. 

 

 

Units of Study: 

I. The Scientific Revolution and the Enlightenment 

A. How did the use of science and technology impact the way in which 

Europeans viewed the world? 

B. Explain the relationship between the use of scientific laws to explain nature 

and the ideas of the Enlightenment. 

C. Evaluate how each of the following philosophes sought to change 17
th

 and 

18
th

 century government: Hobbes, Locke, Montesquieu, Voltaire and 

Rousseau. 

D. What was the impact did the Enlightenment have on European governments 

of the 17 and 18
th

 century? 

 

II. The English Civil War and the Rise of Parliamentary Government 

A. Explain how England’s geography impacted its political development.  How 

did England island location lead to political differences from the Continent of  

Europe? 

B. Compare and contrast the Tudor monarchs with the Stuart Monarchy 

C. Evaluate the impact of the following pieces of English law: 

Magna Carta, Petition of Rights, Triennial Act and Bill of Rights. 

D. Explain how the British parliamentary democracy evolved without  

knowledge of the Enlightenment 

E. What was the long term impact of England’s Glorious Revolution? 

F.  How did the job of Prime Minister develop? 

 

III. The French Revolution and Napoleon 

A. How did a knowledge of the Enlightenment lead to the 19
th

 century French  

middle class revolt against the monarchy? 

B. What is meant by the term Old Regime? 

C. Explain how the abuses  the Old Regime contributed the French Revolution. 

D. Explain the global impact of Napoleon’s rule of France. 

E. How did Napoleon’s rule effect the continent of Europe 

F. How did Napoleon’s rule effect The Americas? 

G. How did the Napoleonic Code reflect Enlightenment thinking? 

 

IV. The Congress of Vienna 

A. Describe the political philosophy of conservatism 

B. Evaluate the importance of Metternich’s Principles of Compensation, 

Legitimacy and Balance of Power. 



C. Explain how Metternich’s dominance of 19
th

 European politics led to the 

Revolutions of 1848. 

 

V. The Industrial Revolution and the Rise of Economic Theories 

 

A. How did the 18
th

 Agrarian (agricultural) revolution lead to as well as 

necessitate the Industrial Revolution? 

B. What was the Enclosure Act and how did it lead to the Industrial Revolution? 

C. What technological innovations contributed to the Industrial Revolution? 

D. Evaluate the impact industrialization had on the development of an urban 

working class. 

E. Explain the role of the entrepreneurs/ bourgeoisie/ working class 

F. What was the role of Parliament, particularly, the Saddler Commission? 

G. Describe Adam Smith’s economic theory of laissez faire capitalism and the 

need for and rise of Europe’s bourgeoisie (middle class). 

H. How did the Industrial Revolution and the conditions of the working class 

lead to Karl Marx’ theory of scientific socialism. 

 

VI. Democracy and Reform 

A. Explain the evolution of 19th century British politics. 

B. Explain the development and impact of the People’s Charter ( The Chartists) 

in England. 

C. Why did England join Ireland in the United Kingdom? 

D. Explain the reasons for and negative effect s of British rule of Ireland. 

E. Evaluate the evolution of 19
th

 century French politics form the 1
st
 French 

republic, the Second French Empire and the Third French Republic. 

F. How did the Dreyfus Affair reflect a growing sense of Anti Semitism in 

Europe during the 19
th

 century? 

G. Explain Theodor Herzl’s  political theory of Zionism. 

 

VII. Nationalism in Latin America, Italy and Germany 

A. How did Haiti gain its independence? 

B. What were the causes/ effects of the Mexican Revolution? 

C. Explain the contributions of each of the following nationalist leaders: 

Mazzini, Garibaldi, Cavour and Bismarck. 

D. Explain how nationalism was both and uniting and dividing force in Italy and 

Germany. 

 

VIII. 19
th

 Century European Imperialism 

A. What factors led to the new imperialism on the 1800’s? 

B. Compare and contrast Old Imperialism (15
th

 and 16
th

 century) with the New 

Imperialism (19
th

 century). 

C. How did the Industrial Revolution necessitate New Imperialism? 

D. What was the Berlin Conference (a.k.a. the Scramble for Africa)? 

E. Evaluate the impact of the New Imperialism over the peoples of Africa and 

Asia. 



F. What is meant by the term White Man’s Burden? 

G. Explain how China’s ethnocentric attitude contributed to her division by 19
th

 

century westerners. 

H. Evaluate how China’s reaction to imperialism led to the Meiji Restoration in 

Japan. 

I. How did imperialism lead to nationalistic feelings in Asia and Africa. 

J. What were three (3) arguments that were used by imperialist powers to justify 

their actions? 

K. What were three (3) motives people of Asia and Africa had to oppose 

imperialism? 

L. How did the US influence in Latin America expand in the early 20
th

 century? 

M. Compare and contrast the Monroe Doctrine with the Roosevelt Corollary. 

N. Evaluate the social and political reforms through which Mexican leaders 

sought to assist impoverished Mexican farmers. 

 

IX. World War I and the Russian Revolution 

A. How did nationalism and ethnic diversity lead to tension in the Austro-

Hungarian and Ottoman Empire ( Balkan Peninsula)? 

B.  What were the MAIN causes of World War I? 

C. Explain how different technological developments made this war different 

from previous wars. 

D. How did Armenia’s support of the Allied powers lead to the Turks acts of 

genocide? 

E. How did the Treaty of Versailles contain seeds for future wars? 

F. Evaluate the evolution of Czarist rule of Russia from the 19
th

 century to early 

20
th

 century. 

G. What was the policy of Russification? 

H. Explain how the czars’ attempts to modernize and industrialize Russia were 

not far reaching enough. 

I. How did the Russo Japanese War 1905 contribute to Russian discontent and 

event known as Bloody Sunday? 

J. What lead to Russia’s withdrawal from World War I? 

K. Describe the two (2) sides of the Russian Civil War. 

L. How did the Bolsheviks seize control of the Russian government from the 

Czar? 

 

X. Post World War I Europe 

A. Describe the political, social and economic problems that plagued post World 

War I England, France, Germany and the United States. 

B. Explain the political benefits that developed for women in the post WWI 

western democracies. 

C. What steps were taken to ensure peace prevailed in the Post World War I era. 

D. How did the Treaty of Versailles lead to extreme economic and social 

problems which then attracted the German and Italian public to the 

dictatorships of Hitler and Mussolini? 

E. What was Hitler’s vision for Germany? 



F. What solutions  to Germany’s domestic problems did Hitler offer in his 

autobiography, Main Kampf? 

G. Explain the atrocities committed by Hitler against the Jews. 

H. What happened in the USSR when Lenin died? 

I. What were the characteristics of Stalin’s totalitarian rule? 

J. Explain the goal of Stalin’s Five Year Plans. 

K. How did Stalin’s command economy affect the Soviet Union’s industry and 

agriculture? 

 

XI. World War II 

A. What events led to World War II? 

B. How did Hitler’s March Across Europe lead to World War II? 

C. How did Europe’s policy of appeasement lead to World War II? 

D. How did new weapons affect the course of war? 

E. What was Hitler’s Final Solution as proposed at Wanasee? 

F. What was the global impact of the Judgment at Nuremberg ( War Crimes 

Trial)? 

G. What were the four ( 4) main World War II Peace Meetings? 

H. What were the decisions at Yalta that had a profound impact on post World 

War II Eastern Europe? 

I. What was the purpose of the Atlantic Charter ( The United Nations 

Declaration of Human Rights) 

 

XII. Nationalism in Asia, Africa and Latin America 

A. Explain how a hope for a new world in the  post World War I era led to the 

rise of nationalist movements in the Middle East, Asia and Africa. 

B. What was the impact of Kemal Ataturk’s (Mustafa Kemal) rule of Post World 

War I Turkey? 

C. Explain Theodor Herzl’s  political theory of Zionism. 

D. Explain how the Amritsar Massacre contributed to the collapse of British 

imperialism in India. 

E. Explain the policies of Satyagraha and Passive resistance. 

F. How did India’s impending independence led to a division between the 

Hindus and Muslims. 

G. Who was Jawahral Nehru? 

H. Who was Muhammad Ali Jinnah? 

I. Who was Sun Yat Sen? 

J. What led to the division between China’s Nationalist Party, led by Chiang Kai 

Shek and China’s Communist Party led by Mao Zedong? 

K. What conditions led to the development of Japan’s military takeover of the 

Japanese government. 

L. What is meant by the term “Japan’s Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere  

      ( a.k.a Asia for the Asians) 

M. 20
th

 Century Nationalism in Latin America 

N. Using Mexico’s President Cardena’s actions, explain economic nationalism in 

early 20
th

 century Latin America. 



O. Describe the motives behind the United States’ intervention in early 20
th

 

century Nicaragua. 

P. What was the Good Neighbor Policy? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

XIII. The Cold War, Eastern Europe and the Collapse of  the Soviet Union 

 

A. What were the decisions at Yalta that had a profound impact on post World 

War II Eastern Europe? 

B. What is meant by Churchill’s “Iron Curtain Speech?” 

C. What was the Marshall Plan (European Economic Recovery Plan)? 

D. What was the Truman Doctrine? 

E. How did differing political systems help cause the Cold War between the 

United States and the Soviet Union? 

F. What is meant by the term Super Power? 

G. How did the rivalry between the United States and the Soviet Union involve 

other nations around the world? 

H. What was NATO? 

I. What was the Warsaw Pact? 

A. Describe events which illustrate the escalation of tensions among the Super 

Powers during the Cold War. 

B. What is meant by aligned?  Non Aligned? 

C. Evaluate the costs associated with participating in the Cold War. 

D. Using the following, explain the evolution of rule during the Soviet Era: 

Stalin, Khrushchev, Brezhnev, Gorbachev. 

E. Who was Lech Walesa? Explain his policy of Solidarity 

F. Explain the evolution of cold war policies: cold war, peaceful coexistence and  

      détente, 



G. What conditions led to the adoption of Glasnost and Perestroika? 

H. What led to the Soviet Coup of 1992? 

I. What were the causes and impacts of the collapse of the Soviet Union? 

J. Using Chechnya, how has ethnic diversity contributed to conflict in Eastern 

Europe? 

K. What kinds of problems did Eastern European countries face in the transition 

to democracy and a market economy? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

XIV. Post World War II Asia 

 

A. Evaluate the success of the US Occupation of Japan 

B. Explain the reasons for the US desire to see both Europe and Japan 

recover from World War II 

C. Explain how the Japanese adaptation of western technology during both 

the Meiji and Post WWII Era has dramatically impacted her economy. 

D. Describe the social, political and economic conditions which led to the 

Chinese Communist Revolution of 1949. 

E. Compare Mao Zedong’s Great Leap Forward with the Soviet’s Five Year 

Plans. 

F. What conditions led to Mao’s Great Cultural Revolution? 

G. Evaluate the success and failure of Deng Xiaopeng’s Four 

Modernizations. 

H. Using Tiananmen Square, explain the global criticisms of China’s human 

rights policy. 

I. Using Taiwan, explain the meaning of the phrase, “One country,  two 

systems.” 

J. How does religious and ethnic diversity threaten the future of South East 

Asia? 

K. Explain how Vietnam and Cambodia became Cold War battlegrounds as 

nationalist forces rose up against colonial governments. 

L. Explain how Korea became a metaphor for the Cold War; i.e., North 

Korea supporting Communism and South Korea supporting democracy. 



M. Evaluate the treatment of Pro-democracy movements as well detail human 

rights abuses that occurred in Burma and East Timor. 

 

XV. Post World War II Africa 

 

A. Explain how World War II led to the collapse of European imperialism in 

Africa. 

B. Explain how African nations have struggled to create a nationalist identity 

in the post imperialist era. 

C. Describe the economic, social and political obstacles to progress in 

independent Africa. 

D. Explain the role of each of the following in Post World War II Africa: 

Green Revolution, United Nations, and the World Bank. 

E. Using Rwanda, illustrate how the legacy of imperialism and ethnic 

differences have threatened to destroy the newly independent African 

nations. 

F. Illustrate the human rights abuses that existed under independent South 

Africa’s policy of apartheid. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

XVI. Post World War II Middle East 

A. Explain how the creation of Israel coupled with Arab nationalism has 

continued to threaten the peace of the Middle East. 

B. Explain how the Middle East became a battleground during the Cod War 

Era. 

C. How is Islamic fundamentalism affecting life in the Middle East today? 

D. What efforts have been made to end the conflict between Israel and its 

Arab neighbors? 

E. Explain how the Ayatollah’s revolution against the Shah in Iran led to the 

creation of the first 20
th

 century theocracy. 

F. How have plentiful oil reserves allowed many Middle Eastern nations to 

improve standards of living but have also caused conflict with its 

neighbors and global consumers of oil? 

 

 

XVII. Post World War II Latin America 

A. Explain how the developing nations of Latin America became a 

battleground between the Superpowers during the Cold War. 

B. Explain the social, political and economic reasons for military coups in 

Cuba, Nicaragua and El Salvador. 

C. Explain how present day Latin American countries must struggle to 

develop their economies as well as establish democratic identity. 



D. Using Chile and Argentina,  give examples of state sponsored human 

rights abuse ( The Dirty War and the Desaparecidos). 

E. Explain the economic goal of import substitution. 

F. Compare NAFTA with the European Economic Community (EEC or 

Common Market). 

 

XVIII. Global Issues and Concerns 

A. Explain the problems and global implications of deforestation, 

desertification, global warming, and pollution. 

B. What is meant by the term sustainable development? 

C. How has the world community responded to the environmental threats? ( 

Earth Summit, Kyoto Agreement) 

D. How has nuclear proliferation continued to plague our world? 

 

Textbook: World History: The Human Experience (Glencoe: McGraw  Hill; 1998) 

 


